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«IL PIU ARIDO E IL PIU LIRICO
DEI POEMI»

Giovanni Pascoli e ’opera di Lucrezio
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connecting Venus with Golgi and Idahum; or in speaking o

the dweller on Itonus, and Diana as the inhabiter of Idrus?, But these
are small errors if compared with the liberties which other Roman poets,
notably Vergil, allowed themselves in matters of geography and chrono-
logy. As a whole the poetic keeping of the Marriage of Peleus and
Thetis is good ; nothing offensively modern mars the heroic tone assumed
at the outset.

There is nothing to determine the date. Bruner thinks it was written
when Catullus was in Asia Minor, and published on his return to Rome.
Westphal, who finds in the treason of Theseus and the unrighteousness
of the post-heroic age the morbid reflex of the poet’s own bitterness
when abandoned by Lesbia, refers it to the supposed cycle of rival
poems, and, considering these to extend from the death of Metellus in
59 to the journey into Bithynia early in 57, assigns as a probable
date the latter half of the year 58. Munro on Lucr. iii. 57, where he
collects the passages in the poem which resemble Lucretius, observ-
ing that all these are found in the episode of Thescus and Ariadne,
surmises that this episode was filled up by Catullus when he was fresh
from reading the new work of Lucretius; and accepting the view of
Schwabe that Catullus published a collected edition of his poems only
a very short time before his early death in 54 B.c., considers that the
Marriage of Peleus and Thetis must have been written just before this
publication®. Couat assigns it, with the other long poems, to the last
years of the poet’s life, when his powers were in full maturity (Etude
p. 252): and so Bihrens, Proleg. p. 44. It seems probable that the sub-
ject was suggested to Catullus when he was at Sigeum and Rhoeteum, the

' Or, as I believe Catullus wrote, Irus.

® Dr. Julius Jessen (Uber Lucres und sein Verkiliniss su Catull und Spiteren,
Kiel, 1872) combat’s Munro's view (1) on the ground that Lucretius’ poem was
published early in the year in which Catullus died, 700 | 54; (2) on the small number

of real resemblances in the passages cited by Munro. On this latter point his argu-
ments are of great weight,
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PROLEQOM 4D

dubio erant communia cantoribus Euphboriouis el in cultioris poesis
initiis lubenter excusantur, quornm reliquorum postarum nouno-
rum carmiva docta & hodieque adessent guspicéremus putdo us

-y s . . . .
Catulli fere proprinm id, propler gued ctinm carmina ab arte n

dum consummals displicantia tsntopere tamen logentss delectant,

scilicet propter uere pooticum fabolarem tenerrima pocsi plemarum
(at Laudamise et Ariadocs) intellectum descr

quibns rebus Catullum tantem soperasse ex. gr

carmins ‘Ciris" et "Culex’ inseripts), quantum superst uwerus poela
umbratilem, omnes hahet [\nlhal.-..;l:l!it nNUmETYs. Degue llad mi
randum est, quod docla carmina ub in vosibus nonnnllis dictioni-
busque nimis prossm orsliosem sapiunt, ita in enuntiatoram
stuctione Encii et Lucretii®) simplicitatemn magis quam Vergil
artem interdum redolent: mam sunt canlores Euphorioniz omnino
wedii inter priscos illos et uates Augusteos. iam signifcaus,
ubicummgue in carminibu: ribuz dogtorum horum studiorum
uestigia apparens, sponte sese hunc ornatuin obtulizse plerumque
poets non guacrenta,

Eadem differentia inter poemata docta ot leuniora etiam ob-
gervands et in sermonis contemplatione. itague {si omitzimus
¢. LXI inter utrumque geous ita medium, ut et nitas coltidianas
dictione saecpinvg utatur neque tamen allioris orationis fosculis ¢
quisitis careat, et porro LXVII msagis, ut jam dixi, epigramma

ile) pars seconda per ommia 8 cetendit in 2armons partis-
pem eivsdem doctrinae infentaeque curss, gquam in ceferis carmica
illa praz se ferunt. ot bic ad ea, quac supra p. 17 59. in universum
exposui sccedunt singula baud paves. wuelati studia in linguam
inpenss apparent in amaf leyopdross, quorum post Plautum nemo
fere poetarnm latinorum babet plura. collegit ea diligenter zed
non plene PTeofelius i dissertatione Friburgemsi a. 1872 ‘de
Catulli, Tib., Prop ibug singularibus’ inscripta. logumor hic de
parie secucnda. difficillimam est autem, cum tam panci scriptores
uoa cum Catullo florentes nobis serusii sint (cantorum Eupho-
riopis nemo) et qui antea fuerunt poetas ex frag-
mentie non nouerimus, ubique accuraic debulre, quid ad Catullum
primum inuentorem sit referendum. neque abhorret & probabilitate,

" sine tosta ral nopnulli statannt Lneretinm obmnersatom unel
imil.‘.L".nnr expreseum e3s¢ bio illic postro; ef. Munro [eritie. p. T2 eqq.)
et ocontea JJeasen in libello “weber Lucretics and ssin Yevhaeltais: xu
Catull® Eiline a 1872 edito. #0 snno, quo Cofollos cei mortous, Lu-
cotii carmen nondum & srene erat aditom,




/716’;1//(5. 7/, fiee?7re /’(7/ co

/‘:]’734114 "/// 777 . / ‘f
Lor Bd, Pty 2l

Gy N
X\

jg ("7 y(}(‘f,f/: ‘e / ‘}’1_;/41/( 4 ) ZJ / y

fé/’g J0 St /7] /' //{/. L /Y fh lorey /4 /ﬂ/’//?/%
7 ‘ i g [ -
bt W f770 /- 6/-?//)«. } ‘ K= nfs

i /;/74( | //(;'I({ztf J /II/’)(ll/’( /f//‘//’ b]

NCos




68-70 mitrae, che era caduta, — fui-
tantis © svolazzante ", perchd eya caduto .

11 cingulum, secondo Baeh, — yjcen; la
sorte’. — ex fe- dd%d&bﬂﬁw
verbo pero si costruisce ¢on b, in que-
sto senso di © stare fisso °. Pur i trova
con er nel senso materiale dj ¢ essere
attaccato] come op arbore, e trape. Non
forse il P. ha voluto fare Piu forte Ia giy
forto espressione? — pectore.., animeo...
mente: 1 sinonimi spirituali con cul En-
nio, Lucrezio e i nostro S’Ingegnayano
di riprodurre »ard POEVa 20 5,
imili formule epiche, — pendebat pey--
dita: nota I’allitterazione.

71=75 Al misere s vedi Caly, fr. i —

€rternavit < tolse d; SENNo °. — Spingegs. ..
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QUATTOEDICESIMA LEZIONE

POETA DELLA SERENITA®

¥

Dovrel ringrasiare degnamente quel cnori gentil

ro p:rvanire, nella mia solitudine, parole affettudse;

grasismenti sono troppo diversi dalla gratitudin
ne vorrd mostrare, prima dulla fine dell'anno

cando le nltime due © ¢ ) - & conforens

il =io ideale della scuola elementarc, poiched

1'avvenire dalla liberth o d:lla patria ed in
SPero.
Continueremo {1 nostro progra
ttori dells lettaoratura italic
ocome Yirgilio
ominceramo,
questa loszione potri essere: 1l p

che abdismo intorno *4t0o luocre

dobbliaxmo A

b




UNA SCORSA I SO D1 LUCRRZIO
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